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President’s Letter

Why Aren’t More of Us Supporting 
NPA East?

NPA East Again Fights for Your Rights 
in New York State

Spring/Summer 2014

We believe 
that NPA 

East is the only 
organization 
in our region 
completely 
dedicated to the 

survival and continuing success 
of independent retailers and the 
companies who support them. 
And we know that you work 24/7 
to keep your businesses profit-
able and your customers satisfied. 
That’s why we work every day 
to live up to these promises by 
analyzing every piece of legislation 
that could affect our membership, 
positively or negatively, and taking 
the appropriate actions. NPA East 

watches your back so that you can 
focus on your business.  

And although membership 
continues to grow each year, there 
still remain hundreds of retailers 
within our region, from Virginia 
up to Maine, who choose not to 
support our current members by 
joining NPA East.

Someone else will carry 
the load?
I believe this mindset has some-
thing to do with it. Some of us 
figure that, with or without our 
support, NPA East will continue to 
protect us from proposed legisla-
tion that can cut deeply into our 
profits and just as deeply into our 

freedom to serve our customers. 
While we’ve been able to turn back 
the vast majority of these proposed 
bills, some could eventually slip 
through, because covering legisla-
tion in 12 states and the District 
of Columbia stretches us pretty 
thin. With only one paid staff 
member, it’s a major challenge, 
both in time and money, to cover 
these states and also perform all 
of the other duties assigned to our 
Executive Director. That’s why it’s 
so important to enlist more of your 
colleagues to join. There really 
is strength in numbers when it 
comes to fighting bad legislation. 
Legislators tend to listen more 

oice
O F  T H E  N AT U R A L  P R O D U C T S  I N D U S T R Y

By John Montague
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NPA East President John Montague, Board Mem-
ber Adam Goodman, and Executive Director Paul 

Kushner travelled to the State House in Albany, New 
York in late April. They met with key staff members 
at the offices of Senator Kenneth Lavalle and Assem-
blymen Felix Ortiz, sponsors of two bills that would 
severely restrict the ability of independent retailers in 
New York State to conduct everyday business.

Bill A8002/S01649 would require that “anyone selling 
dietary supplements that make health or appearance 
claims possess competent and scientific evidence 
that substantiates those claims.” The bill would also 
require a warning statement on the product label or 

handout if the product claim is not approved by the 
US Food and Drug Administration.

The second bill A04700/S3650 would create a Dietary 
Supplements Committee that would establish “ade-
quate standards and enforcement for manufacturing, 
safety, and effectiveness” for all dietary supplements. 
This would essentially create a New York State version 
of the FDA.

What we told them
Your NPA East group explained to both the Senator’s 
and Assemblyman’s staffers why these bills were bad 
both for New York State and its constituents. 
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Expo East 2014, the east coast’s largest natural, organic, and healthy 
products event, shows all signs of being the biggest and best one 

on record, with more new exhibitors and more new products than 
ever before. Scheduled for 
September 17 to 20, 2014, at the 
Baltimore Convention Center in 
Baltimore, Maryland, Natural 
Products Expo East offers 
independent retailers the largest 
single venue on the east coast 
for food and beverage, supple-
ments, beauty, household and 
pet products.

Event attendees will benefit from 
the talent and wisdom of the 
Natural Products Expo speakers. Doug Tompkins, Founder, The Foun-
dation for Deep Ecology, will keynote the event. In 1964, he founded The 
North Face to make and sell outdoor equipment and later co-founded 

Expo East 2014 – It’s All About More
•  More New Exhibitors
   •  More New Products

Take Action in Your State 
NPA East keeps its fingers on the legislative pulse in your state. We are looking for conscientious, 
independent retailers, who are willing to stand up and take action when threatening legislation appears 
on the horizon. To lend your support to protect your livelihood, please contact the Executive Director. 

Become State Captain or District Captain 
The time to affiliate with an advocacy-focused trade association is now. To become a concerned 
citizen of the natural products community after negative legislation has been filed is too late. Newly 
introduced legislation can become law in a matter of weeks. NPA East is dedicated to organizing 
now and being poised to protect the future of our industry as soon as threats arise. To lend 
your support to protect your livelihood, please contact the Executive Director at 856-985-5446 
or pkushner@verizon.net. 

Esprit clothing company. Tompkins is an American environmentalist, 
prominent landowner, conservationist and entrepreneur. 

The Natural Products Expo East education themes are Big Data, Digital 
Strategies, Retail Dietitians, Women in Leadership, Consumer Trends 
and Specialty Diets.  Several education sessions include:

l	 Big Data: The Truth About the Health & Wellness Shopper

l	 Retail Dietitians: Evolving the Retail Food Service Line 

l	 Special Diets: Gluten-free

l	 Special Diets: Understanding the Paleo Diet – What It Is and Why It’s 
Trending

The September event offers many learning and networking programs, 
including the Retailer Workshop, Retail Store Tour, NEXT Accelerator 
Entrepreneur Boot Camp, Women in Naturals, the Evening Celebrations 
and Harvest Festival.

For complete information on Natural Products Expo East 2014, visit 
expoeast.com

Pick Your NPA East Leadership
It’s time to re-elect your current board members to another term and elect new board members to their 

first terms. As always, you decide who will represent you as our organization continues to advocate for 
our industry.  Your ballots will be mailed to you in early June.
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NPA Fights for Your Rights
continued from page 1

President’s Message
continued from page 1

The job 
won’t get 

done without 
YOU.

Regarding Bill A8002/S01649: 
The real issue here is that these 
products already clearly state that 
that such statements have not 
been evaluated. Since a very large 
percentage of products do make 
claims, it is already clear to the 
consumer that these products have 
not been “tested” by the FDA. 

In fact, we strongly believe that 
passage of this bill, far from 
protecting consumers in New York 
State, would have a catastrophic 
effect on both state revenues and 
employment.

If this proposed bill passes, many 
manufacturers will not easily be 
able to absorb the costs of creating 
labels strictly for New York State, 
causing them significant monetary 
hardship or forcing them to pass 
along these costs to suppliers and 
retailers in New York State, which 
would make them non-competitive 
with neighboring states. The most 
likely scenario is that they would 
simply stop selling their prod-
ucts in New York State, denying 
constituents access to these dietary 
supplements and creating lost 
revenue to the more than 17,000 
businesses involved in the natural 
products industry in New York 
State.

Regarding bill A04700/S03650: 
The FDA does not test or approve 
any product; therefore affixing a 
label to dietary supplements sold 
in New York that states that the 
product is not approved by the 

FDA is misleading at best and 
gives the false impression that 
dietary supplements without such 
labeling are not in compliance with 
federal law.

Many dietary supplements or 
nutritional supplements already 
carry a disclaimer on their labels 
that says the following: “the state-
ments on the label have not been 
evaluated by the FDA. This product 
is not intended to diagnose, treat, 
cure, or prevent disease.”

They keep coming back
These two bills, in various forms, 
have been around for more than 
five years, and every year we have 
succeeded in derailing them before 
they proceed any further along 
the legislative process. We believe 
we have done so again, but we will 
continue to monitor both proposed 
bills and report to our members if 
either one suddenly gains legs in 
the legislature.

What Happens in 
New York Doesn’t Stay 
in New York
Unlike Las Vegas, legislation that 
starts out in New York doesn’t tend 
to stay there. In fact, many bills 
that have their origins in New York 
State spread quickly to contiguous 
states and eventually throughout 
the U.S. That’s why your Associa-
tion’s work here is so important. 
We want to kill these proposed bills 
at their source before they gain any 
momentum.

attentively to organizations that represent more members in their 
districts.

A victim of our own success?
So far our track record has been pretty amazing. Not one major 
bill designed to damage our businesses has passed in many years. 
And our success may be one of the reasons many retailers don’t 
understand how critical our work is to their continued ability to 
do business and serve customers unfettered by restrictive and 
expensive legislation. But for NPA East to continue providing the 
level of protection necessary to beat back dangerous legislation 
and promote those bills that support our industry, we need more 
members committed to our cause.

It’s never one and done
I recently accompanied NPA East Board Member Adam Goodman, 
and our Executive Director, Paul Kushner, on a trip to New York’s 
state capital in Albany. Our goal was to put the brakes on two bills 
that, if passed, would do serious harm to our members in the state. 
One would require all supplements sold in New York to contain 
a warning statement on the product label that the product claim 
is not approved by the FDA. The other bill would create a Dietary 
Supplement Safety Committee in New York State—basically their 
own version of the FDA. (See page one for more details.) We believe 
that we were successful in at least slowing down the progress of 
these proposed bills. This time!  Both of these bills have appeared 
on the legislative agenda in the New York Statehouse for years. One 
goes back to 2001. And we have to fight for their dismissal every 
year. These annual trips cost the Association both money and time.  
Now multiply this situation times similar bills in 12 states, and the 
challenge becomes clear. We need more of you to help us protect our 
industry from crippling legislation.

Please help us protect the survival of 
your business
If you are a current member of NPA East, thank you for your 
continued support. If you have not yet joined NPA East, I urge you 
to do so today. Go to our website, www.npaeast.org and click on 
Join. Or contact our Executive Director, Paul Kushner at 856-985-
5446 or pkushner@verizon.net. Annual membership in NPA East 
is $95.00, that’s $2.00 a week for the best insurance you can get to 
protect your business on a daily basis.

Every time a new member joins NPA East, our voice gets stronger and our ability to influence 
legislation both locally and nationally grows exponentially. The job won’t get done without you. 

Please do your part to help protect our industry by joining today.

For more information on how you can help us protect your business, please contact NPA East Executive 
Director, Paul Kushner at 856-985-5446. E-mail: info@npaeast.org. 
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Education & Events: September 17–20, 2014  |  Trade Show: September 18-20, 2014  |  Baltimore, MD USA 
Questions? Contact us at 1.866.458.4935 or 1.303.390.1776  |  tradeshows@newhope.com

Where doing business just comes 

NATURALLY

Produced by New Hope Natural Media, a division of Penton.

Register today at expoeast.com 

Qualified retail buyers, brokers and distributors 
register for FREE through August 08, 2014.

  Where you can discover new ideas to 
      help your oldest customers.

  Where natural manufacturers bring 
      your next best-seller.

  Where you will meet the faces behind 
      the brands. 

Co-located with: 

An Educational  
Retailer Workshop 

An Educational  
Retailer Workshop 

Dynamic  
Networking

Dynamic  
Networking

Your 
Community 

Your 
Community 

The Newest 
Products

The Newest 
Products

Featured Speaker:
Jennifer Fugo
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